November 20th, 2019

Dear Sound Transit Board of Directors,

Next year, Brooklyn Avenue NE will reopen to general traffic after a 6-year hiatus. The following year, the U District
light rail station will open to connect this high-rise neighborhood to the rest of the city. What will be lacking on this
street will be the most direct bus-to-train transfers possible for the projected 24,000 daily commuters. We believe this
is a mistake.

Currently, Sound Transit’s U District light rail station design includes two lanes that are each six inches too narrow to
allow buses to run along Brooklyn, thus denying greater bus routing flexibility and an optimal direct bus-rail transfer
experience.

21 organizations across the city support Buses on Brooklyn. The remaining concern of Sound Transit is that
changes to their street design could trigger permitting delays. As representative public officials, we believe this can be
overcome.

Therefore, we commit to collaborate on a streamlined update to make Brooklyn Avenue NE compatible with buses
without jeopardizing Sound Transit’s schedule. This will allow better transit transfers, more space for people walking
and using wheelchairs, and save taxpayers money from having to rip up the street in the future to fix this short-
sighted design.

We look forward to your essential support to implement the award-winning, community-led U District Station Area
Mobility Plan, unanimously endorsed by Seattle City Council.

Sincerely,
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== ya

Abel Pacheco, Seattle City Councilmember, Fourth District

Alex Pedersen, Seattle City Councilmember-Elect, Fourth District
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Larry Gossett, King County Councilmember, Second District

Girmay Zahilay, King County Counciimember-Elect, Second District
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